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First published 2013
Printed in the United Kingdom by CPI Group Ltd, Croydon CR0 4YY This book is the result of a research project that began more than a decade ago. I would like to thank the many impressive people who have worked with me and helped me during this time.
I owe most to my original supervisor, Raj Chandavarkar, who first encouraged me to pursue doctoral research and who continues to drive me now, even after his death in April 2006. I am lucky to have worked with him for the years that I did but I deeply regret not having been able to share with him this final manifestation of our many conversations. Knowing his perfectionism and critical sharpness, the production of this book would have undoubtedly been more painful had he been able to be more involved. I am certain, however, that the end result would have benefited from his input and hope that he would not disagree with or challenge too many ideas within this book.
I am also deeply grateful to William Gould, with whom I worked after Raj died. Will took over supervision of my project on the basis that the thesis was 'almost there', a supposition that quickly proved to be false. Much of this work took on its final form under his excellent guidance and support, as a supervisor, colleague and friend.
This book would not exist were it not for the generous funding I received from Trinity College, Cambridge, first in terms of the Internal Graduate Studentship and Pre-research Linguistic Studentship that I was awarded as a doctoral student, and then, from 2007 and 2010, as a Junior Research Fellow at the College. As well as this financial support, the College and its fellowship provided me with a rich academic environment from which I have drawn much intellectual stimulation. Many of the arguments that make their way into this book have grown out of intense discussion with Taylor Sherman. I am immensely grateful for her friendship and intellectual generosity, which helped to ensure both my productivity and my mental health during several long research trips in India. Jennifer Davis has provided me with something that goes far beyond friendship. A source of sage advice and critical insight, her ideas and input have influenced my thinking in ways that I cannot properly acknowledge in the pages that follow. Manu Goswami was the most generous host in New York, providing both academic and extracurricular engagement as well as a number of amazing meals. Thanks are also due to Greg Grandin for allowing me to use his office during my stay -a place of calm peace where I was able to prepare the earliest draft of this manuscript. I am very grateful to Leigh Denault, Mitra Sharafi and Rohit De, all of whom have played formative roles in helping me to shape my project and to think in more sophisticated ways about legal history.
Over the last decade, I have benefited greatly from discussions with eminent colleagues and teachers. In particular I would like to thank David Arnold, Chris Bayly, Fasial Devji, Durba Ghosh, Dilip Menon, Polly O'Hanlon, Francesca Orsini, Peter Robb, Emma Rothschild, Mrinalini Sinha, Samita Sen and Amartya Sen.
Constraints of space, and perhaps my own English character, prevent me from detailing my individual debts to the wonderful friends and 
